
Temple House, Ballymote, County Sligo 
 

 
 
Temple House is located near Ballymote, County Sligo. It is owned by Alexander 
Perceval whose family have been associated with the house since it was built in 1760: 

- This is a very large (it has more than ninety rooms) two-storey Georgian 
mansion. It overlooks Temple House Lake and is surrounded by 1,260 
acres of farm and woodland.  

- It is one of only four major houses surviving in County Sligo. 
- In 1864, the house was redesigned by a London-based firm of architects 

whose sister company, Johnson and Jeannes, made the furniture for the 
rooms. Much of the original contents remain intact. 

- The estate has recently been designated a European lichen conservation 
area. The estate wet-woodlands and fenlands surrounding the lake have 
been designated a Special Area of Conservation.  

 
The house is now run as a guesthouse offering specialist accommodation. It is closed 
in February and March to allow for necessary maintenance and restoration work. This 
is the only viable alternative available to the family as the farm is not large enough to 
support such a large house on its own:   

- The house is, in fact, so large that the family cannot afford to use it all; at 
the moment they work out of only 30 per cent of it. Sixteen bedrooms, for 
example, are not in use. Obviously, this means that the remainder of the 
house is in danger of decay.  

- A serious dry rot problem in two wings was eradicated some years ago. 
- The ongoing cost of renovations is a continuous burden. In 1998, the 

family had intended to spend £8,000 on painting various rooms, but a 
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hurricane that year meant that they had to spend £40,000 instead on 
repairing damages to the house and coachyard. 

- The present owners have restored one room a year since they took over in 
1976. At this rate it will take almost a century to complete the work and, of 
course, long before then, many of the restored rooms will be back to 
square one. Thus, the problem becomes as much one of time as of money. 

- Work has now been carried out on around 30 per cent of the rooms but the 
owners state that completing the work is at present unaffordable and they 
cannot afford to match euro for euro grants that may be available.  

- Insurance costs continue to be a major problem.  
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Townley Hall, Drogheda, Co. Louth 
 

 
 
Townley Hall is located near Drogheda in County Louth. Originally the home of the 
Balfour family it is now owned by the School of Philosophy and Economic Science: 

- Townley Hall was completed c.1799 to the design of Francis Johnston. It 
is acknowledged as his Classical masterpiece. 

- The central rotunda, lit by a glazed dome, with its impressive cantilevered 
staircase is the most impressive feature of this house. 

 
In the 1950s, Townley was sold to Trinity College Dublin and used by the Agriculture 
Science Department. Subsequently, changes were made that affected the original 
fabric of the house: 

- The four chimneystacks were removed below the slates. The house is now 
centrally heated.  

- The dining hall was converted into a laboratory (although it has 
subsequently been restored by the present owners.)  

- Other rooms were converted into offices, study areas and so on.  
- Original floorboards were cut up to facilitate electrical wiring of the house.  

 
Like most houses that were sold in the twentieth century, and which subsequently 
changed their roles, Townley Hall has been denuded of its original contents. 
  
Since the 1970s, the house has been owned by the School of Philosophy and 
Economic Science. It is a registered educational charity. As in the past, the School 
continues to maintain the house through the voluntary work of its members.  
  
Major restorative work is ongoing at Townley Hall. For example, all of the sash 
windows on the ground floor have been restored; the house is presently being rewired; 
restoration work is being carried out on the central rotunda. These repairs have been 
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financed by state grants and voluntary contributions. After this phase, much more will 
still require to be done: 

- At least half of the roof requires attention. The west roof is worst affected 
and requires immediate attention including re-slating. The stones of the 
west parapet require realignment. All of the lead gutters on the south 
parapet and half of those on the east parapet need to be replaced with 
copper ones. Work on the west roof, gutters and stone is scheduled to take 
place in the summer/autumn of 2003. 

- There are a number of masonry defects which require work, including 
cracked stones in the portico. The work on these is also scheduled to take 
place in the summer/autumn of 2003. 

- Some of the ceilings on the upper floors require restoration or replacement. 
- Apart from the ground floor windows, all the other windows in the house 

(around sixty) need to be repaired or replaced. The shutters on the 
windows require similar attention. 

- There is a problem with rising damp in the basement which needs to be 
eradicated. 

- There are plans to rebuild the four chimneystacks and the kitchen wing at 
the rear of the house. 

 
The owners point out that part of the ethos of the School of Philosophy and Economic 
Science is to plan for the long-term future and that Townley Hall is very much part of 
that future. 
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Tullynally Castle, Castlepollard, Co. Westmeath. 
 

 
 
Tullynally Castle is located outside Castlepollard in County Westmeath. It is owned 
by Thomas Pakenham whose family has owned the estate since the mid-seventeenth 
century: 

- It is one of only two great houses in County Westmeath still in the hands 
of the descendants of the original owners, the other being Ballinlough.  

- Tullynally is more extensive in area than any other Irish castellated house 
in Ireland. 

- The various phases of work at Tullynally Castle can be attributed to some 
of the most important architects of their time. Tullynally was originally a 
seventeenth-century two-storey house, partly designed by Graham Myers, 
the architect of Trinity College Dublin. It was modified in the eighteenth 
century and Gothicised in the early nineteenth century to the design of 
Francis Johnson who gave the original house a battlemented parapet and 
round corner turrets. In the 1820s the house was further enlarged, this time 
through the design of James Shiel. Then in the late 1830s and early 1840s, 
Sir Richard Morrison was employed to enlarge the castle once again. In 
1860, J. Rawson Carroll designed the tower that was added to the corner of 
the stable court. 

- Its main architectural features include a magnificent two-storey hall; an 
octagonal dining-room designed by James Shiel that has wallpaper 
originally designed by A.C. Pugin for the British House of Lords; and a 
very impressive library which houses an important collection of books.     

- The castle contains an important collection of family portraits and Irish 
Chippendale and Regency furniture.  

- The library has been described as ‘possibly one of the best country house 
libraries left in Ireland’.  
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- The house was one of the first in the British Isles to be centrally heated 
and the heating system was designed by Richard Lovell Edgeworth, 
inventor and father of novelist, Maria Edgeworth. 

- The gardens of Tullynally have been restored recently with the help of 
grants under the Leader Scheme; they now attract up to 5,000 visitors per 
annum.  

 
Tullynally has remained in reasonably good condition. Its upkeep is presently funded 
by the estate farm of around 1,000 acres; the leasing of ex-labourers’ cottages; the 
leasing of parts of the house to seven families; and private income from other sources. 
 

- In the recent past, huge sums of money have been expended on the roof 
and other restoration projects, partly funded by the Heritage Council. 
However, the roof still requires a good deal of work; in particular there is a 
problem with old lead tanks used to collect water which have now become 
permeable. 

- Because heating costs are so high, the family live in only a small section of 
the house that has its own ‘mini-heating system’. They only open the main 
rooms in the summer or for special occasions.   

- The owners argue that because the maintenance of the house is largely 
dependent on the estate farm, any downturn in agriculture will have a 
detrimental effect on their ability to continue.  

- Insurance costs are a source of concern; the contents of the castle are not 
insured to their full value. 

- The owners worry that the next generation may not have the personal 
motivation to keep Tullynally going. They recognise that to do so is very 
much a personal choice. 
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Tyrone House, Dublin 
 

 
 
Tyrone House is located on Marlborough Street in Dublin. Originally built in 1740 for 
Sir Marcus Beresford, it now houses the offices of the Department of Education and 
Science. The Office of Public Works is responsible for its upkeep and maintenance: 

- Tyrone House was designed by Richard Castle. It has been suggested that 
this was Castle’s first ‘big house’ and the earliest important example of his 
work to be built entirely in stone. In the mid-eighteenth century, it was 
considered one of the most elegant private houses in the city.  

- Much of the interior is of mahogany finish, including the whole of the 
main staircase and the unusually wide-panelled wainscoting. 

- Much of the interior plasterwork was carried out by the internationally-
renowned Francini brothers.  

- The main reception rooms on the first floor are characterised by beautiful 
ceilings.  

- As a whole, the large rooms, hall and staircase are thought to be amongst 
the most impressive in Dublin. 

 
Much of the original integrity of the house and its surroundings has been 
compromised over the years. There was originally a five-acre garden at the rear of the 
house, which has long since disappeared under development. The integrity of the 
house itself has also been compromised by its conversion from a private residence to 
what is effectively an office block. In the recent past, new toilets, tea stations, a lift 
and an escape stairs serving Tyrone House were incorporated in a link to the rear of 
the house. 
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Very little work has been carried out on this house in recent years. Despite the fact 
that it is state-owned, the necessary finances to carry out restoration work have not, it 
seems, been made available until quite recently. It is now proposed to carry out 
extensive renovations which will include repairs to the roof slating, valleys, parapets 
and gutters; repairs to damaged and defective stones and pointing on the external 
walls; refurbishment of windows and shutters; treatment of damp in the basement and 
the restoration of plasterwork; the upgrading of the mechanical and electrical services. 
 
The house will continue to function as government offices for the long-term.   
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Westport House, County Mayo 
 

 
 
Westport House is located on the outskirts of Westport town. It is owned by the 
Browne family whose ancestors first built the house in the early-eighteenth century. 

- Westport is the largest and probably the most important house surviving in 
the west of Ireland. Indeed it is one of the very few houses of national 
importance surviving in the west. 

- It is the work of several architects, chief amongst these being Richard 
Castle who designed the main block of the house in the early 1730s and 
Cork-born architect Thomas Ivory who designed the enlargements to the 
house in the late 1770s. In the 1780s, James Wyatt was employed to 
redesign the interior of the house, while his son, Benjamin, was 
responsible for some later renovations. 

- The delicate Adam-style plasterwork in the dining room is regarded as 
being among the best examples of Wyatt’s work. The room itself is 
regarded as one of the finest of its type in Ireland. 

- The entrance hall to Westport is significant for the fact that it is the only 
surviving interior designed by Richard Castle that remains intact. 

- The grand imperial staircase of Sicilian marble was designed by George 
Wilkinson.  

- The two columns standing on the south front of the house are replicas of 
the original columns from the doorway of the Treasury of Atreus at 
Mycenae which were brought back to Ireland in 1812 by the 2nd marquis 
of Sligo and later presented to the British museum by his descendant, the 
6th marquis, in 1906. 

- Much of the original contents of the house have survived intact. They 
include portraits by Kneller, Reynolds, Coats and Hone; a collection of 
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landscapes by James O’Connor of Westport as well as by Barrett, Wooten, 
Chalon and Gibson; an impressive collection of Irish and Old English 
silver and Waterford glass.  

- The family archive has recently been purchased by the National Library of 
Ireland.  

 
The house is presently run by Lord Altamont as a family business. In the 1960s, it was 
one of the first Irish houses to be opened to the public. Since then the walled garden 
has been converted into an animal and bird park, while the outbuildings have been 
converted into a bar, restaurant, children’s play centre and shops. Such developments 
on this important demesne may not be to the purists’ taste but arguably they have 
been necessary in order to keep the house going. Since the 1960s, over three million 
people have visited the house and gardens. Today it employs up to 100 people during 
the summer months and it is generally accepted that the publicity which Westport 
House has received down through the years has contributed greatly to the growth of 
tourism in the area and consequently the growth of the local economy. 
 
The house is now in relatively good condition. In the last number of years major work 
has been carried out on such projects as the rewiring of the house and the replacement 
of most of the windows, both partly funded by the Heritage Council. The roof requires 
attention and funding for the same is currently being sought. 

 
The owners claim that the survival of this house is very much dependent upon the 
tourist market. They also regard insurance premiums and the uncertainty of the 
insurance market in Ireland as the most serious problem facing Westport and, indeed, 
all historic houses open to the public in Ireland. Lord Altamont has, on more than one 
occasion, claimed that the escalating costs of insurance (public liability increased by 
61 per cent in 2002) could cause him to close the house.   
 
 
 
 
 




